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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  annual  report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  your  district  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1957,  in 
accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Minister  of  Health. 

The  general  health  of  the  district  has  been  good  during  the  year 
apart  from  an  epidemic  of  measles  during  the  Spring  and  Summer  months. 
A  visitation  of  the  Asian  Influenza  caused  some  disorganisation  during  the 
Autumn,  and  in  many  cases  reduced  school  attendance  by  half,  but  in  no 
case  was  it  found  necessary  to  close  a  school. 

The  estimated  home  population  of  the  district  shows  a  very  slight 
increase  over  the  figures  supplied  for  last  year. 

The  Vital  Statistics — which  are  set  out  in  the  accompanying  tables 
— compare  favourably  with  those  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole. 


SECTION  “  A 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres)  .  151,080 

Population — 1931  Census  .  15,149 

Population — 1951  Census  .  16,300 

Estimated  Home  Population — Mid  1957  15,670 

Parishes  .  25 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  .  4,840 

Rateable  value  .  £147,978  0  0 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  .  £595  1  1 

Loan  Debt  .  £632,233  16  8 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Male  Female 


Live  Births  .  124  112 

Legitimate  .  118  108 

Illegitimate  .  6  4 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  . 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  . 

Still  Births  . 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  ... 


Total 

236 


England 


and 

Wales 

1 5-8 

16-1 

19-2 

6 

24-7 

22-4 

Total 
189 

England 
and  Wales 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  12-06  11*5 


Corrected  Death  Rate  .  10  73 

Deaths  from  Maternal  Causes  .  nil 

Maternal  Mortality  .  — 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  .  8 

Infant  Mortality  .  33-4  23-00 


Deaths 


Male 

80 


Female 

109 
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The  chief  causes  of  death  were  as  follows: 

Cancer  . 26 

Tuberculosis  .  4 

Leukaemia  .  1 

Diabetes  .  1 

Vascular  disease  .  33 

Coronary  disease  .  22 

Heart  disease  .  34 

Other  circulatory  disease  .  8 

Influenza  .  1 

Pneumonia  .  14 

Bronchitis  .  4 

Other  respiratory  disease  .  3 

Gastritis  .  2 

Nephritis  .  1 

Congenital  .  5 

Other  causes  .  21 

Accidental  .  6 

Suicide  .  3 


Total  189 


Female 

4 

1 


4 

6 

10 

25 

58 


AGE  OF  DEATH  TABLE 

Age  at  Death  Male 

Infants  under  1  year  .  4 

1  -  5  years  .  1 

5-15  years  .  — 

15-25  years  .  2 

25  -  35  years  .  1 

35  -  45  years  .  1 

45  -  55  years  .  9 

55  -  65  years  .  9 

65  -  75  years  .  20 

75  and  over  .  33 


Total 


80 


SECTION  “  B  ” 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  general  health  services  remain  as  in  previous  years. 

Welfare  Foods: 

The  W.V.S.  continued  to  give  most  valuable  assistance  distributing 
these  foods  to  the  general  public. 

Maternity  Accommodation: 

During  the  year  212  babies  were  born  at  the  Tavistock  Maternity 


Home,  as  follows: 

Tavistock  Urban  District  .  42 

Tavistock  Rural  District  .  103 

Others  .  67 
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Doctor  Budding,  the  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer,  has  sub¬ 
mitted  the  following  report  on  her  work  during  the  year: 

“The  health  of  the  children  remains  extremely  good,  and  the  high 
standard  of  both  cleanliness  and  clothing  has  been  maintained. 

“Routine  work  was  carried  out  among  the  infants  and  school 
children,  particular  attention  being  paid  to  the  physically  handicapped— 
for  whom  special  school  or  home  tuition  was  arranged  as  necessary.  The 
mentally  handicapped  children,  however,  are  at  the  moment  far  from 
adequately  cared  for,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  during  the  next  few 
years  attention  will  be  directed  to  this  problem. 

“During  the  summer  months  anti-poliomyelitis  vaccination  was 
available  for  all  those  children  whose  parents  had  registered  them  in  1956, 
and  this  operation  was  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year.  Because  this  is 
largely  a  rural  area  these  vaccinations  naturally  took  much  time  and  a 
certain  amount  of  routine  work  had  to  be  left  in  order  to  complete  the 
programme. 

“The  Autumn  saw  the  Tavistock  Clinic  and  Centre  completed  and 
in  use.  This  is  a  delightfully  situated,  pleasant  and  invaluable  building, 
standing  in-  the  grounds  of  the  present  Grammar  School  and  future 
Tavistock  School.  After  many  years  of  hiring  a  hall,  Tavistock  and  its 
surrounding  district  now  has  a  worthy  centre.  The  clinic  is  in  use  every 
day  and  contains  both  a  dental  and  a  medical  block  built  round  a  central 
waiting  hall.  The  dentist  spends  six  months  of  the  year  in  Tavistock  attend¬ 
ing  to  school  children  and  expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  during  the 
remaining  half  of  the  year  he  attends  the  clinic  on  the  first  and  third 
Friday  morning  for  the  treatment  of  emergency  cases.  In  addition  the 
Orthodontist  (Dental  Specialist)  is  present  to  give  his  advice  on  the  first 
and  third  Tuesday  mornings  of  each  month.  Miss  Aylen — our  Speech 
Therapist— has  her  clinic  every  Monday,  and  on  Thursdays  the  District 
Nurses  and  Health  Visitors  conduct  Ante-Natal  and  Expectant  Mother’s 
Relaxation  Clinics.  Friday  sees  the  School  Clinic  and  Infant  Welfare  Centre, 
and  on  the  second  Friday  morning  in  every  month  a  visit  from  the 
children’s  eye  specialist.  During  the  rest  of  the  week  the  buildings  are 
used  for  school  children’s  routine  medical  inspections,  or  for  any  special 
medical  appointments.  It  is  hoped  that  in  future  the  Clinic  will  also  be 
used  by  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit,  and  for  any  medical  meetings.  The 
W.V.S.  continue  to  organise  the  distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  and  attend 
the  Clinic  for  this  purpose  every  Friday  afternoon.  The  centre  has  been 
well  used  so  far  and  attendance  has  been  high. 

“All  the  staff  are  justly  proud  of  the  centre,  and  are  always  pleased  to 
welcome  visitors — of  whom  we  have  had  many — including  a  party  of 
German  Officials  who  made  a  special  journey  from  Exeter  in  the  Autumn 
in  order  to  see  this  latest  and  most  up-to-date  example  of  a  Local 
Authority  Centre — one  of  which  we  may  well  be  proud.” 
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SECTION  “  C  ” 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply: 

A  table  giving  details  of  the  Council’s  various  water  supplies  is 
attached  to  the  inner  back  cover  of  this  report,  and  has  been  prepared  in 
accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  This  table 
clearly  tabulates  the  individual  method  of  water  service  to  each  of  the 
areas’  twenty-five  Parishes. 

Mr.  Young,  District  Engineer  to  the  North  Devon  Water  Board  has 
sumbitted  the  following  report  on  progress  in  your  district  during  the  year: 

Bere  Alston  :  Owing  to  the  restriction  on  capital  expenditure  it  was 
not  possible  to  complete  the  6"  main  from  Gulworthy  Cross  to  Bere 
Alston  in  time  to  avert  a  serious  stortage  of  water  which  has  occurred 
annually  from  the  local  sources.  It  was,  therefore,  decided — as  an  emergency 
measure- — to  lay  overland  a  2"  pipe  from  Gulworthy  Cross  to  the  service 
reservoir  at  Bere  Alston  a  distance  of  6,800  yards,  this  was  completed  in 
three  weeks  and  it  was  possible  to  maintain  a  full  day’s  supply  at  Bere 
Alston  during  the  summer.  During  the  winter  the  6"  main  was  extended 
and  a  permanent  scheme  for  the  supply  to  Bere  Alston  is  now  completed, 
the  whole  of  the  water  being  supplied  from  the  Board’s  Works  at  Prewley. 

We  have  completed  the  following  extensions  from  the  scheme 
Hurlditch  Down  to  Bere  Alston: 

Chipshop — Ottery  Park 
Artiscombe  to  Mill  Hill. 

and  there  is  an  extension  from  Scobles  Grave  to  Denham  Bridge  in  pro¬ 
gress. 

Bere  Ferrers:  We  have  completed  a  scheme  at  Hensbury  Lane, 
Bere  Ferrers. 

Lifton  :  An  extension  has  been  completed  at  Liftondown. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  schemes  proposed  in  the  Tavistock  area: 
Chipshop  to  Townlake. 

Artiscombe  to  Mill  Hill. 

During  the  coming  year  it  is  proposed  to  construct  the  large  service 
reservoir  at  Brentor  and  this  will  provide  storage  to  meet  periods  of  peak 
demand  particularly  in  regard  to  the  inclusion  of  the  Tavistock  Urban 
district  in  the  Board. 

The  following  samples  were  taken  by  the  Board  during  the  year: 


Bere  Ferrers  .  11 

Bere  Alston  .  11 

Brentor  .  12 

Lamerton  .  10 

Lifton  .  10 

Mary  Tavy  .  12 

Chillaton  .  11 

Peter  Tavy  .  12 


A  total  of  89  samples,  87  of  which  were  classified  as  Class  I,  and 
two  only  (one  at  Bere  Alston  and  one  at  Bere  Ferrers)  failed  to  reach 
the  required  standard. 
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There  has  been  no  change  in  the  administrative  areas.  The  southern 
parishes  are  primarily  supplied  by  the  City  of  Plymouth  and  northern 
parishes  by  the  North  Devon  Water  Board,  and  your  Council  remain 
the  water  undertakers  for  the  areas  of  Milton  Combe,  Walkhampton, 
Princetown,  Grenofen  and  the  major  part  of  Horrabridge. 

Negotiations  entered  into  by  your  Council  with  the  City  of  Plymouth 
in  1956  in  relation  to  Milton  Combe  have  been  successfully  concluded. 
The  Council  has  agreed  to  re-imburse  the  cost — under  the  usual  statutory 
conditions  of  10%  per  annum  for  12  years  (Less  income) — so  that  the 
main  could  be  extended  to  the  higher  levels  of  the  village,  as  without 
water  at  these  levels  the  sewerage  scheme  would  be  impracticable. 

The  Council  has  followed  up  the  recommendations  contained  in 
Ministry  Circular  52/56  with  satisfactory  results.  In  addition  to  Milton 
Combe  the  areas  of  Walkhampton,  Princetown  and  that  portion  of  Horra¬ 
bridge  south  of  the  River  Walkham  will  be  taken  over  by  the  City  of 
Plymouth,  whilst  the  portion  of  Horrabridge  north  of  the  Walkham  and 
Grenofen  will  be  taken  over  by  the  North  Devon  Water  Board.  The 
operative  date  is  1st  April,  1958.  This  meets  the  recommendations  con¬ 
tained  in  the  Circular  52/56  by  re-grouping  the  Council’s  water  under¬ 
takings  under  the  administration  of  two  large  undertakers  only,  namely  the 
City  of  Plymouth  and  the  North  Devon  Water  Board. 

Water  supplies  in  the  Rural  area  have  been  both  constant  and 
abundant  with  the  exception,  for  a  short  period,  of  Bere  Alston.  An 
emergency  scheme  recommended  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was 
carried  out  by  the  North  Devon  Water  Board,  and  overland  pipes  were 
laid  temporarily  to  bring  sufficient  water  to  Bere  Alston  until  the  perman¬ 
ent  schemei  could  be  completed  in  the  winter. 

Some  minor  trouble  was  experienced  and  mains  had  to  be  repaired  at 
Horrabridge,  Walkhampton  and  Princetown  and  the  engines  and  pumps 
at  Rundlestone  had  to  be  overhauled. 

Your  Inspectors  took  34  samples  of  water  of  which  six  were 
unsatisfactory.  Some  difficulty  was  experienced  with  the  Chippie  Park 
Supply  but  after  remedial  measures  all  sources  returned  satisfactory  samples. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage: 

The  Council,  in  accordance  with  their  policy,  supported  the  recom¬ 
mendations  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  by  continuing  to  press  for 
new  sewerage  schemes.  Their  proposals  met  with  only  limited  success 
due  to  the  restriction  on  capital  expenditure,  however,  after  more  than 
20  years.  Ministry  consent  was  finally  received  to  proceed  with  the  Milton 
Combe  sewerage  scheme,  and  in  October  a  tender  for  this  work  was 
received  and  approved  by  the  Council. 

A  small  sewerage  scheme  has  also  been  prepared  for  Sydenham 
Damarel  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  receive  speedy  approval  from  the 
Ministry  as  the  supply  of  adequate  sewage  facilities  to  the  smaller  villages 
and  hamlets  is  becoming  increasingly  urgent. 
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In  Mary  Tavy  argreement  was  finally  reached  as  to  the  siting  of 
the  sewage  disposal  works,  thus  enabling  a  scheme  to  be  completed  for 
submission  to  the  Ministry. 

Delay  has  been  experienced  at  Bere  Alston,  and  it  is  desirable  that 
the  building  of  the  new  sewage  disposal  works  be  expedited.  The  Council’s 
sewage  disposal  works  received  several  visits  from  Officials  of  the  Devon 
and  the  Cornwall  River  Boards  and  samples  of  effluent  were  taken  which, 
on  the  whole,  were  quite  good.  Co-operation  between  your  Inspectors  and 
the  River  Board  Officials  was  satisfactory  and  joint  meetings  at  the  works 
have  resulted  in  many  improvements.  Both  Boards  were  satisfied  with  the 
maintenance. 

Routine  maintenance  work  has  continued  to  be  systematic.  The 
works  are  regularly  cleaned  and  pumped  and  tanks  manually  cleansed 
when  necessary.  This  with  the  additional  septic  tank  and  mains  works  on 
the  Council’s  Housing  Estates  has  kept  the  direct  labour  staff  fully 
occupied. 

The  time  is  now  approaching  when  the  Council  will  have  to  con¬ 
sider  the  modernisation  of  some  of  their  existing  plants.  Several  of  the 
rotary  filter  systems  are  working  to  capacity  and  the  settlement  tank  and 
irrigation  systems  are  becoming  obsolete. 


Refuse  Collection: 

The  first  full  year  of  covering  the  district  by  direct  labour  only  has 
worked  smoothly.  There  have  been  very  few  complaints  and  several  of 
the  existing  collections  have  been  increased,  thus  giving  collections  at 
more  frequent  intervals.  Coverage  has  been  extended  to  some  of  the  more 
outlying  hamlets  including  Welltown,  Lopwell,  North  Hessary  Tor,  Wood- 
town,  Dunterton  and  Endsleigh. 

Difficulty  was  experienced  in  finding  suitable  sites  for  new  refuse 
tips  at  Lifton  and  Princetown,  and  those  eventually  chosen  are!  satisfactory, 
but  neither  is  as  accessible  to  the  villages  concerned  as  is  desirable.  No 
suitable  site  has  yet  been  found  for  the  Buckland  Monachorum-Milton 
Combe  area. 


Public  Conveniences: 

The  Public  Conveniences  throughout  the  district  have  as  usual 
shown  a  financial  loss.  They  have  been  well  maintained  and  the  Council 
are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  modernising  of  the  “Gentlemen’s”  con¬ 
venience  at  Princetown.  A  great  deal  of  trouble  has  been  experienced  by 
wilful  damage.  This  so  unnecessary  vandalism  is  very  much  on  the  increase 
and  causes  severe  loss  at  the  expense  of  the  ratepayers. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  visits  in  connection  with 
routine  work  in  addition  to  the  work  itemised  under  the  various  sections: 


Visits  to  Council  Houses  .  1603 

Complaints  investigated  .  222 

Visits  in  connection  with  water  supplies  .  396 

Visits  in  connection  with  foodstuffs  .  303 

Visits  re  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  .  386 

Visits  re  Improvement  Grants  .  101 

Visits  re  Caravan  Sites  .  92 

Premises  disinfected  or  disinfested  .  11 

Tests  for  new  and  relaid  drains  .  113 

Visits  re  drainage  works  .  147 

Visits  re  buildings  in  course  of  construction  .  496 

Visits  re  existing  buildings  .  88 

Number  of  Plans  submitted  .  188 

Visits  in  connection  with  above  .  107 

New  Septic  Tanks  .  27 

Visits  re  Petroleum  Licences  .  28 

Visits  re  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  .  409 

Visits  re  Rodent  Control  .  149 

Visits  re  Refuse  Disposal  .  77 

Visits  re  Public  Conveniences  .  96 

Miscellaneous  .  619 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 
1.  Inspections. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4, 
and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local 

Authorities 

7 

22 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7  is  enforced  by  the 
local  Authorities 

49 

65 

2 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authorities  . 

9 

33 

2 

Total  . . . 

65 

120 

5 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

To  H.M. 

Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
made 

Want  of 
Cleanliness  ... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

Temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 

Ventilation 

2 

2 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors 

2 

2 

— 

_ 

- 

Sanitary 
Conveniences : 

(a)  Insufficient 

_ 

— 

_ 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

1 

1 

— 

- — ■ 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  the  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

Other  offences 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

7 

7 

. 

— 

— 

3.  Outwork. 


Nature  of 
Work 

Number  of  out-workers  in  August  list  required  by 
Section  110  (i)  (c) 

Wearing 
apparel 
j  Making,  etc. 

10  ! 

j 

Generally  speaking  infringements  under  the  Acts  were  few  but 
frustration  was  experienced  at  coal  depots.  Despite  the  wide  powers  granted 
under  the  various  Acts,  it  is  unforunate  that  no  power  appears  to  be 
granted  to  enforce  the  provision  of  washing  facilities  for  the  staff  engaged 
in  the  dirty  occupation  of  bagging  and  loading  coal  . 

-  10  - 


Weather: 


Rainfall  during  the  year  amounted  to  50- 18  inches,  nearly  1"  more 
than  for  1956,  and  was  almost  equally  divided  in  that  the  fall  from 
January  to  July  amounted  to  25-07  inches,  and  from  July  to  December 
25-11  inches.  February  reverted  to  its  usual  “filldyke”  reputation,  giving  no 
less  than  7-55  inches — compared  with  0-34  inches  in  1956— in  fact  the 
highest  monthly  rainfall  for  the  year. 

The  heaviest  day  falls  of  rain  were  as  follows: 

January  31st  .  1-57  inches 

February  6th  .  1-26  inches 

February  7th  .  112  inches 

September  11th  .  I  ll  inches 

December  10th  .  MO  inches 

The  months  of  July,  August  and  September  had  a  rainfall  of  14-61 
inches,  three  successive  days;  in  August  adding  2-29  inches  to  this  total;. 

Falls  of  snow  were  very  light  during  the  year.  A  few  flakes  fell  in 
January,  and  rather  more  than  }  inch  in  February.  There  were  some  sharp 
frosts,  with  ice  about.  Very  little  thunder  and  lightning  was  recorded. 

Grass  Temperatures  in  January  varied  between  18°  and  40°,  in 
February  between  17°  and  49°.  In  March  they  did  not  fall  below  28°,  but 
in  April  were  down  again  to  18°.  During  November  they  were  between 
19°  and  45°,  and  in  December  15°  and  44°. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  1956  the  monthly  average  temperature 
was  55-3°,  and  in  1957,  56-1°.  No  noticeable  difference. 
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SECTION  “  D  ” 


Housing: 

The  Council's  policy  regarding  slum  clearance  has  continued.  During 
January  the  nine  clearance  areas  which  had  been  the  subject  of  an  inquiry 
by  Her  Majesty’s  Inspector — and  concerning  which  five  objections  had  been 
received — were  confirmed,  and,  where  practicable,  work  proceeded  to  secure 
the  demolition  of  these  buildings. 

For  the  1957  programme  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  concentrated 
upon  Lifton.  This  village  presents  a  problem  as  many  of  the  very  old 
houses  are  built  of  cob  and  of  local  stone  which  disintegrates  if  not 
protected.  Finally  four  areas  were  prepared  and  scheduled  as  Clearance 
Areas  by  the  Council. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  also  made  many  inspections  of 
individual  properties,  with  the  result  that  several  of  those  not  reaching  the 
required  standard  were  reconditioned.  Individually  unfit  houses  were 
scheduled  at  Brentor,  Peter  Tavy,  Horrabridge  and  Bere  Alston. 

Due  to  the  increased  rates  of  interest  on  monies  borrowed  the 
building  of  new  Council  houses  remained  in  abeyance. 

The  Council  continued  to  support  applications  for  Improvement 
Grants  under  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  1954,  although  these 
have  slackened  somewhat.  Some  applications  were  rejected  because  the 
houses  concerned  failed  to  comply  with  the  standard  laid  down,  by  the 
Ministry,  but  two  applications  were  approved  and  the  aggregate  awards 
amounted  to  £600. 

Similarly  the  Council  fully  supported  the  Small  Dwellings  Acquisition 
Act.  Council  house  tenants  have  been  reluctant  to  take  advantage  of  this 
amenity  but  three  applications  were  approved  in  respect  of  private  houses 
and  four  applications  were  recommended  to  the  Ministry  for  approval 
under  the  Housing  (Financial  Miscellaneous)  Provisions  Act,  1946. 

Despite  the  high  rate  of  interest  obtaining  during  the  year  private 
enterprise  building  continued  much  as  usual,  21  dwellings  were  completed. 

Maintenance  to  Council  Houses  was  of  a  very  high  standard.  The 
tour  of  estates  by  the  representatives  bore  excellent  fruit  and  in  addition 
to  all  the  normal  constructional  repair  work  and  the  painting  of  120 
houses,  several  additional  amenities  were  granted  including  outhouses 
at  Moorland  View,  Princetown  and  Drakes  Park,  Bere  Alston,  the  tar- 
macadaming  of  the  approach  paths  to  the  Council  houses,  re-surfacing  of 
yards  in  several  cases,  provision  of  cattle  grids  at  Princetown  and  general 
overhaul  to  all  boundary  fencing.  In,  addition  the  Council  are  to  be  con¬ 
gratulated  on  their  decision  to  erect  garages  where  economically  possible, 
a  start  being  made  with  two  at  Brook  Cottages,  Sampford  Spiney. 

The  hutments  at  Crapstone  have  been  well  maintained,,  consequently 
cannot  be  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  habitation,  but  your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  is  of  the  opinion  that  they  have  served  the  purpose  for 
where  they  were  originally  utilized  and  that  the  tenants  should  be  re¬ 
housed  in  traditional  houses  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 
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The  waiting  list 

below: 

for 

Council 

House  Accommodation  is 

tabulated 

Total 

on 

Agricul- 

Non- 

No.  in 

No.  with 

Parish 

waiting 

list 

tural 

Agricul¬ 

tural 

Lodgings 

separate 

home 

Bere  Ferrers  ... 

...  3 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Bere  Alston  ... 

...  27 

4 

23 

9 

18 

Brentor  . 

Buckland 

...  4 

— 

4 

1 

3 

Monachorum  10 

2 

8 

3 

7 

Crapstone 

7 

— 

7 

5 

2 

Yelverton 

...  9 

1 

8 

2 

7 

Chillaton  . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Horrabridge 

...  53 

4 

49 

16 

37 

Lamerton 

...  6 

1 

5 

1 

5 

Lewdown 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Lifton  . 

10 

— 

10 

2 

8 

Lydford  . 

2 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Princetown 

...  19 

4 

15 

6 

13 

Mary  Tavy  ... 

...  10 

2 

8 

4 

6 

Meavy  . 

...  2 

— 

2 

1 

1 

Milton  Abbot 

...  6 

5 

1 

3 

3 

Peter  Tavy  .... 
Sampford 

...  2 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Spiney 

2 

— 

2 

1 

1 

Walkhampton 

Whitchurch 

..  7 

— 

7 

1 

6 

(Grenofen) 

4 

7 

2 

1 

3 

Totals 

...  185 

25 

160 

56 

129 
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COUNCIL  HOUSES  IN  THE  TAVISTOCK  RURAL  DISTRICT,  1957 


Parish 

Village 

No.  of  Total  No 
Houses  in  Parish 

Bere  Ferrers  . 

Bere  Alston 

.  102 

_ 

Bere  Ferrers  ... 

.  10 

112 

Bradstone  . 

— 

— 

— 

Brentor  . 

Buckland 

Brentor 

.  14 

14 

Monachorum  . . . 

Buckland 

.  35 

— 

Yelverton 

.  4 

39 

CORYTON  . 

— 

— 

— 

Dunterton  . 

— 

— 

— 

Horrabridge  . 

Horrabridge 

.  92 

92 

Kelly  . 

Kelly  . 

2 

9 

Lamerton  . . 

Lamerton 

.  33 

33 

Lewtrenchard 

— 

- — 

— 

Lifton  . 

Lifton  .. 

.  36 

36 

Lydford  . 

Lydford 

.  9 

— 

Princetown 

.  24 

33 

Marystowe  . 

Near  Lewdown 

.  4 

4 

Mary  Tavy  . 

Mary  Tavy 

.  26 

26 

Meavy  . 

Meavy  . 

.  12 

12 

Milton  Abbot . 

Chillaton 

.  16 

— 

Milton  Abbot  ... 

.  8 

24 

Peter  Tavy  . 

Peter  Tavy 

.  14 

14 

Sampford  Spiney 

Sampford  Spiney 

.  8 

8 

Sheepstor  . 

— 

— 

— 

Stowford  . 

Stowford 

.  5 

5 

Sydenham  Damarel 

— 

— 

— 

Tavistock  Hamlets 

— ' 

— 

— 

Thrushelton  . 

Lobhill 

9 

o 

Walkhampton  . 

Walkhampton 

.  40 

40 

Whitchurch  . 

Grenofen 

.  8 

Grand  Total 

8 

504 

In  addition  to  the  above  there  are  41  hutments  at  Crapstone 
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SECTION  “E” 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Powers  granted  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955  enabled 
your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Inspectors  to  enforce  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  cleanliness  and  hygiene.  Washing  facilities  were  improved, 
special  attention  being  paid  to  those  premises  where  food  is  prepared.  All 
new  proposals  were  carefully  examined  to  ensure  that  the  requirements 
of  the  Act  were  incorporated. 

The  principal  types  of  food  premises  within  the  Rural  District 


are  as  follows: 

Canteens  .  36 

Wet  Fish  .  2 

Dry  Fish  .  2 

Butchers’  Shops  .  16 

Dairies  .  12 

General  Stores  .  76 

Bakehouses  .  4 

Hotels  and  Guest-Houses  .  38 

Public  Houses  .  33 

Restaurants  .  19 

Manufacturing  Premises  .  7 

Total  245 


Milk: 

Your  Inspectors  took  27  samples  of  milk  as  follows: 


Pasteurised  .  9  samples 

Tuberculin  Tested  .  16  samples 

Ungraded  .  2  samples 


Of  these  samples  2  initially  failed  to  pass  the  test,  repeat  samples 
proved  satisfactory  as  did  all  the  remainder. 

Ice  Cream: 

Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture,  sale  or  storage  of  Ice 
Cream  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  number  54.  One 
registration  was  withdrawn  and  three  applications  were  approved,  making 
a  net  increase  of  2.  Ice  Cream  is  made  by  hand — on  aj  small  scale— at  one 
premises  only,  the  remainder  sell  pre-packed  ice  cream  manufactured  under 
hygienic  conditions  by  well  known  firms  of  repute. 


Food  Poisoning: 

Three  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year. 
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Samples  taken  under  Section  3,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938: 


The  following  samples  were  taken  under  the  above  Act  during  the 
year  by  the  County  Inspector  : 


Boracic  Acid  Powder, 
Butter, 

Baking  Powder, 
Eucalyptus  Oil, 
Whisky, 

Hot  Milk, 

Margarine, 

Draught  Vinegar, 
Baking  Powder, 
Lemonade, 

Ground  Almonds, 
Margarine, 

Tea, 

Icing  Sugar, 

Malt  Vinegar, 

Coffee, 

White  Pepper, 

Bloater  Paste, 

Spirit  Vinegar, 
Glycerine, 

Almond  Oil, 

Lemon  Juice, 
Bicarbonate  of  Soda, 
Lard. 

Limeade, 


ALL  GENUINE. 


Milk:  57  samples — all  genuine. 

Milk:  1%  deficient  in  fat — No  action. 
Milk:  15%  deficient  in  fat — Warning  letter. 
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Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  Whole  or  in  Part, 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Cal  ves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 
(if  known) 

594 

18 

80 

1909 

625 

Number  Inspected 

594 

18 

80 

1909 

625 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci : 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

1 

3 

3 

15 

4 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

54 

1 

1 

44 

21 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  dis¬ 
ease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

9.1% 

22.2% 

5% 

3.1% 

4% 

Tuberculosis  only: 
Whole  carcases 
condemned 

1 

. 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

11 

7 

11 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

2% 

1.8% 

Cysticercosis : 
Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

6 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

10 

Generalised  and 

totally  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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SECTION  “  F  ” 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


During  the  Spring  and  Summer  months  there  was  an  epidemic  of 
measles,  followed  in  the  Autumn  by  numerous  cases  of  the  Asian  Influenza. 
The  latter  caused  some  disorganisation,  but  did  not  necessitate  in  having 
to  close  down  any  of  the  schools  in  the  Area. 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  which  have  been  notified  by  both  the 
doctors  and  the  school  authorities  are  set  out  in  the  accompanying  tables. 

Diptheria:  No  case  occurred. 

Poliomyelitis:  No  case  occurred. 

Tuberculosis:  Eight  new  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  seven 
Pulmonary  and  one  non-pulmonary.  Four  deaths  were  recorded  from  this 
cause. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  141  cases  remained  on  the  Register  as 
follows: 


Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

71  45 


Non-Pulmonarv 


M. 

12 


F. 

13 


I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


E.  D  ALLEN-PRICE, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

NOTIFICATIONS  RECEIVED  FROM  MEDICAL  PRACTITIONERS 
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TAVISTOCK  RURAL  DISTRICT  WATER  SUPPLIES 


PARISH 

Whether  the  water 
supply  of  the  area 
and  its  several 
parts  has  been 
satisfactory  (a)  in 
quality  (b)  in 
quantity 

Where  there  is  a  piped 
supply,  whether  bac¬ 
teriological  examination . 
were  made  of  the  raw 
water  and,  where  treat¬ 
ment  is  installed,  of  the 
water  going  into  supply, 
if  so,  how  many  and  the 
results  obtained;  the 
results  of  any  chemical 
analyses 

Where  the  waters 
are  liable  to  have 
f  plumb o- solvent 
action ,  the  facts 
as  to  contamina¬ 
tion  by  lead,  in¬ 
cluding  precaution 
taken  and  numbet 
and  results  of 
analyses 

Action  in 
respect  of 
any  form 
?  of 

contamin¬ 

ation 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling  houses 
and  the  number  of  the  population  supplied 
from  public  water  mains: 

( a )  direct  to  the  houses; 

(b)  by  means  of  standpipes 

No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  Total  Population 

Main 

Standpipe 

Main 

Standpipe 

BERE  FERRER5 

*  (a)  Yes 

•b)  Satisfactory 

Piped  Supply 

22  samples  taken — 

20  Satisfactory 

2  Unsatisfactory 

SEE  REPORT 

SEE 

REPORT 

N.D.W.B. 

562 

— 

1811 

— 

BRADSTONE 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Inadequate 

No  Piped  Supply 

Private  Wells  only 

With  regard  to  this 
question,  all  the 
-  moorland  waters 
are  plumbo-solvent 
and  many  of  the 
well  waters  also, 
however,  no  case 
of  lead  poisoning 
has  been  reported 
or  discovered  for 
a  number  of  years 

None 

— 

— 

— 

— 

BRENTOR 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Yes 

Piped  Supply 

12  samples  taken — 
Satisfactory 

NJD.W.B. 

61 

— 

201 

— 

BUCKLAND 

MONACHORUIv 

(a)  Yes 

1  (b)  Yes 

Piped  Supply.  Part 
T.R.D.C.  Part  Plymouth 
C.B.  Analysis  made  by 
Plymouth 

None 

768 

30 

2442 

99 

CORYTON 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Reas,  good 

Wells  only 

No  Public  Piped  Supply 

ditto 

None 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

DUNTFRTON 

•  (a)  Yes 

( b )  No 

Private  Wells  only 

No  Piped  Supply 

ditto 

None 

— 

— 

— 

— 

HORRA- 

BRIDGE 

(a)  Doubtful 

(b)  Yes 

Piped  Supply 

Part  Tavistock  R.D.C. 
Part  Plymouth  C.B. 

5  samples  taken 

ditto 

Repairs  to 
pipes 

394 

— 

1271 

— 

KELLY 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  No 

Wells  only 

No  Piped  Supply 

ditto 

None 

— 

— 

— 

— 

LAMERTON  ... 

(a)  Yes 
lb)  Yes 

Piped  Supply 

10  Samples  taken — 
Satisfactory 

ditto 

N.D.W.B. 

120 

— 

396 

— 

LEW- 

TRENCHARD 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Yes 

Piped  Supply 

No  analysis 

ditto 

N.D.W.B. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

LIFTON 

(a)  Yes 

( b )  Yes 

Piped  Supply 

10  samples  taken 
Satisfactory 

ditto 

N.D.W.B. 

195 

J 

640 

— 

LYDFORD 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Yes 

Piped  Supply 

4  samples  taken — 
Satisfactory 

ditto 

N.D.W.B. 

(Lydford 

Town) 

Clorination 

for 

288 

951 

Princetown 

MARYSTOWE 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Reas,  good 

No  Piped  Supply 

ditto 

None 

— 

— 

— 

MARY  TAVY 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Yes 

Piped  Supply 

12  samples  taken — 
Satisfactory 

ditto 

N.D.W.B. 

142 

— 

469 

— 

MEAVY  . 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Yes 

Piped  Supply 

Plymouth  C.B. 

Samples  by  Plymouth 
C.B. 

ditto 

None 

109 

— 

340 

— 

MILTON  ABBOT 

(a)  Doubtful 

(b)  Reas,  good 

Piped  Supply  to  Chill- 
aton 

11  samples  taken — 
Satisfactory 

Private  Supply  (Duke  of 
Bedford)  at  Milton 
Abbot 

ditto 

N.D.W.B. 

Chillaton 

58 

— 

185 

— 

PETER  TAVY 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Yes 

Piped  Supply 

12  samples  taken — 
Satisfactory 

ditto 

N.D.W.B. 

56 

— 

185 

— 

SAMPFORD 

SPINEY 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Yes 

Piped  Supply 

Samples  satisfactory 

ditto 

None 

17 

— 

56 

SHEEPSTOR  ... 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Inadequate 

Wells 

ditto 

None 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

STOWFORD  ... 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Yes 

Piped  Supply 

No  Analysis 

ditto 

N.D.W.B. 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

SYDENHAM 
DAMAREL  ... 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Doubtful 

Private  Supply 
(Duke  of  Bedford) 

Public  Well 

ditto 

None 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

TAVISTOCK 
HAMLETS  ... 

(a)  Doubtful 

(b)  Inadequate 

Wells  and  Private  Supply 
Duke  of  Bedford 

ditto 

None 

2 

— 

7 

- 

THRUSHELTON 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Yes 

Wells  only 

ditto 

None 

— 

— 

— 

—  . 

WALKHAMP- 
TON  . 

(a)  Res.  good 

(b)  Yes 

Piped  Supply 

4  samples  taken 

ditto 

None 

112 

SS 

a 

370 

10 

WHITCHURCH 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Yes 

Piped  Supply  and  Wells 
No  Analysis 

ditto 

None 

33 

— 

109 

— 

N.D.W.B.  =  North  Devon  Water  Board  Main  Service 


